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R.E.A.D. Shines Internationally

ome of us had the great privilege of attending the triennial conference of IAHAIO (Interna-
tional Association of Human Animal Interaction Organizations) in Amsterdam on August
23-24. It was quite exciting for many reasons.

IT’S ALWAYS INSPIRING AND EDUCATIONAL to hear
about the latest research in our beloved area of
endeavor, and we all learned a lot, but what was
especially impressive this year was the widespread
interest in R.E.A.D. (and, okay, even other versions
of reading with animals).

We were thrilled to finally get to meet in person
some R.E.A.D. leaders that we have corresponded
with for a long time, like Kim Kistler in Germany
and Goranka Furlan in Croatia. There were oth-
ers: Maha from Slovenia, Vincent & Slavka from
Slovakia, and Alesys Lischyshyna from Ukraine.

Certainly not least was the dazzling contingent
from Tallahassee Memorial in Florida: Patti
Mitchell, Lauralee Moore, Nancy Upthegrove,
Robin Brock-Ginaldi and Allison Hankinson!
They show edup in force because the leader of
their Tallahassee Memorial therapy group,
Stephanie Perkins, was being installed as the new
president of IAHAIO!

Here is Kim Kistler [
giving her presen- |
tation on her Lese-
hund R.E.A.D. pro- !‘;
gram in Germany.

She drew a capacity
crowd; every chair
in her room was

filled.

The event setting
was rather like a
summer camp—lots
of tents! Here are a
handful of RE.A.D. '}
instructors under &
the gorgeous and
cool Amsterdam
skies: Kathy, Kim,
Lauralee and Patti.

And (at left), Allison, Patti, Lauralee and Robin,
part of the R.E.A.D.ers from Tallahassee.
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And [FANFARE, PLEASE] here is the R.E.A.D. poster from Tallahassee Memorial, created by Lauralee
Moore, that won best in show from among more than 90 entries! If you've ever seen conference research
posters, you know that a lot of them are frankly pretty dull and boring, cramming in mostly too much
fine print. Lauralee’s had irresistible photos, QR codes leading to video interviews with kids, parents,
school personnel and more, and compelling facts and figures in an eye-catching format. Big congratula-
tions to Lauralee!

Finally, on the next page you will find the poster for the study in which kids read to sheep!

PAWS FOR PROGRESS

EVALUATING THE IMPACT OF R.E.A.D, DOGS IN SCHOOLS

“Reading is important, because if you can read, you can learn
anything about everything and everything about anything.”
TOMIE DEPAOLA
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At left is the poster for the research study in
which kids read to sheep. All seven participat-
ing children, at the conclusion of six sessions,
had improved their reading skills.
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Book Review

I just discovered two lovely books that I think are worth mentioning. Both are
by an author named M. H. Clark,

Everywhere, Still (2023) is “a book about loss, grief, and the way love contin-
ues,” and it is sweet, peaceful, calming, and beautifully illustrated by Claire
Lemp.

One More Book Before Bed (2024), says “More than a book, this is a nighttime |
ritual of comfort and connection, to ease worries and help kids get to sleep.”
It will never be the same twice, because it’s filled with gentle questions that inspire SN
meaningful discussions between parents and kids: “What was your favorite part of JSEEE
today? Will you tell me about it, before we turn the page?” ... “Would you like to
put one or two hands on your heart? Just feel for a moment how special you are”

. “Is there someone you’ve been thinking of? Let’s take some time to send them
some love.” ... “Do you think that right now, they are loving you back? What do
you feel, imagining that?” ... “Do you know that my love is right here in this
room? It'll be here all night, right next to you.”

Such questions can help kids express their worries, feel calm and surround-
ed by love, and relax to be tucked in for the night. It seems like an incredibly
valuable guide to ending a day in just the right ways for a child.



